[image: image1.png]Enterprising

BRITAIN





ENTERPRISING BRITAIN 09

a. Entry requirements 

Enterprising Britain is open to all places (in the UK) where the area is being transformed through enterprise. 

All entrants must represent an identifiable geographic area, such as a town, a city, a parish or neighbourhood and be able to demonstrate that enterprise is central to the economic and or social transformation of the place.   

Applicants must complete the application form in full (Section 1.4) to be eligible.

b. Judging criteria

Candidates must be able to show how they have affected a significant and positive change in their approach towards supporting and promoting enterprise over the last two years. There must be a clear focus on enterprise, with a specific desire to promote enterprise over and above other objectives. 

Applications must show what has been achieved over a two year period and should bring to life the transformation that has occurred.

Applications will need to provide an insight into the enterprise success and the strategy behind it. For example, by explaining:-

· How the project meets the needs of the local community;

· How it fits with the broader regional economic development strategy and; 

· How the candidate ensures sustainability in the longer term.

They will also need to provide an account of how the place has:-

· Responded to the challenges of promoting enterprise; 

· Formed public and private sector partnerships to tackle those challenges;

· Ensured that its actions have had a positive impact as a result.


Candidates will be expected to show how the project has helped transform or regenerate the area.  For example, with:- 

· Local investment or other action to promote enterprise;

· Innovative approaches to business support;

· Steps to help existing businesses with growth potential;

· Plans to attract new investment and new businesses;

· Measures to enhance the links between educational establishments and businesses;

· Activities to promote enterprise in deprived parts of the local community;

· Initiatives to improve enterprise skills;

· Initiatives which attract new groups into enterprise (for example, young people, women, or people from black or ethnic minority groups) and;

· Initiatives that have a strong focus on social enterprise or social responsibility.

Finally, the application should demonstrate the innovative nature and inspirational value of the project – both for the Enterprising Britain competition and for the enterprise message overall (i.e. the winner of Enterprising Britain must be a good role model for others). 

To aid the judging we expect entrants to provide quantitative evidence such as impact figures, number of jobs created, new businesses started and any other relevant statistics to highlight the positive change and main results their project has achieved.
c. Selection criteria

It is recommended that each entry be evaluated using the following matrix: 

	
	Comments
	Score

	Project need and strategy
	
	20

	Is there a clear enterprise strategy? 

Is it obvious what difficulties are being overcome?

Does the project fit with the broader regional economic strategy?
	
	Score out of e.g. 20

	
	
	

	Project concept
	
	20

	Is the idea or approach original? 

Is there evidence of innovative and inspirational thinking?

Is there a desire to promote enterprise over and above other objectives?  
	
	

	
	
	

	Creating a better business environment 
	
	20

	Is there evidence of private investment to promote enterprise and has this been used successfully?

Is there an innovative approach to business support?

Are steps evident to help existing businesses with growth potential?   

Are there initiatives to improve enterprise skills? 

Is there a focus on social enterprise and/or social responsibility?
	
	

	
	
	

	Impact on the local economy
	
	20

	Has it helped create jobs?

Are new businesses being attracted to the area?

Has it helped diversify the local economic base?

Has the project been effective in regeneration/transformation?

Are there plans to attract enterprise to deprived parts of the community?


	
	

	
	
	

	Project sustainability
	
	15

	Is it sustainable in the future?

What long-term effect will it have?

Is there a 3-5 year plan to encourage enterprise?
	
	

	
	
	

	Improvement of stakeholder relations
	
	20

	Have good partnerships and policies been formed to tackle enterprise challenges?

To what extent is the local population involved?

Are the needs of the local community being met?

Are there initiatives, which attract new groups into enterprise?  E.g. young people, women, BME groups?

Are local cultural, environmental and social characteristics respected?
	
	

	
	
	

	Measurement of success
	
	20

	Are there effective mechanisms to measure success? 

Is there supporting quantitative evidence such as impact figures around number of jobs created, new businesses started etc?
	
	

	
	
	

	Transferability
	
	15

	Could this be repeated in other areas within the region and elsewhere in the UK/

Europe?

Are there relationships and partnerships being developed to share best practice?  
	
	

	
	
	

	Project application 
	
	10

	Is the project description clear and understandable?

Does it bring to life the transformation, which has occurred?
	
	

	
	
	

	Judging Day visit
	
	50

	How well was the visit handled?

To what extent were you able to find out more about the project?

Did those you meet (including businesses supported through the project) understand and relate to the project?  

Did the project leader (and project team/stakeholders) demonstrate enthusiasm and commitment to the project?

Did the project make the most of the opportunities (e.g. media) presented by the visit? 
	
	

	
	
	

	Potential winner?
	
	15

	Has the project demonstrated that it could be a good ambassador for the competition? 

Is it inspirational, in terms of being a winner of the competition and for the enterprise message overall?  
	
	

	
	
	

	Conclusions
	
	25

	Has the project been successful in meeting its aims?

How well has the challenge of enterprise been responded to?

Has it made a real difference?
	
	

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL OUT OF 250
	


