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The burgeoning creative media sectors of film, television and computer games within the East of England are getting £10 million to ‘go green’ thanks to a European funding boost.

A new collaborative initiative between Norwich-based Screen East, the regional screen agency, supported by the region’s low-carbon themed European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Competitiveness Programme and the East of England Development Agency (EEDA), will help these creative industries become more carbon efficient.

The Low Carbon Digital Content Project aims to provide a venture capital fund specifically for small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs) within the content industry, encouraging them in the creation of new, carbon efficient commercial propositions and helping the region lead the way in the development of a low carbon content sector within England.

The three-year initiative will cost almost £10.3 million and has significantly benefited from a £3.6 million contribution from the ERDF, which is managed by EEDA, who has also contributed £500,000.

Commenting on the initiative, Laurie Hayward, chief executive officer at Screen East, said: “The Low Carbon Digital Content Project will encourage the creation of low carbon content products and services by businesses and believe that it is a ‘first’ for the UK, and possibly the world, in incentivising low carbon production techniques as a criterion for investment.
“Producers, programme makers and game developers will be required to adopt low carbon film, television and digital production methods, attracting ethical finance to co-invest and take new products and services to market as consumers show their preference for low carbon products. 

“The project is supported by an innovative partnership between the Low Carbon Innovation Centre (UEA) and the UK Film Council which are expert in carbon reduction and the film industry. The outcomes will be shared with the content industries nationally and will contribute to the leadership of the region in the content industry’s response to climate change, meeting the requirements of the government’s carbon reduction targets set for 2050.”
David Morrall, Director International, EEDA said: “The East of England is unique in having an ERDF Competitiveness programme that is focussed exclusively on low carbon economic development. This collaboration with Screen East is another example of how sectors such as the film industry are being incentivised through a dedicated European Programme to adopt low carbon technologies and practices. This fund will bring important economic benefits for businesses in the film sector and the region’s flourishing creative economy. 

“The involvement and interest of the National Film Council in this initiative really demonstrates the national leadership role being taken by the East of England in supporting our industries and business to embrace a low carbon approach.”

The project is split into two phases.  The first is a business support programme, including up to 10 workshops on business planning and carbon reduction, which provides practical examples to reduce carbon emissions, particularly in relation to crew travel, electrical generators on location and the use of next generation lighting technology.

The second phase is an Investment Fund, providing up to £250,000 investments for 15-20 individual investment projects and a unique referral system to link creators with commissioning editors, games publishers and film financiers within this area of expertise.

Laurie concluded: “The lack of tailored, sector-specific business support is one of the main barriers to growth in the content industry so we are absolutely delighted that the ERDF is supporting the Low Carbon Digital Content Project. We expect approximately 105 companies to benefit from the project with an anticipated 30 per cent reduction in carbon emissions, helping both individual companies and the region as a whole.”
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Notes to Editors

About the European Regional Development Fund
The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is a seven-year investment programme part financed by the European Union. Its objective is ‘towards low carbon economic growth’ in the East of England and €110.9 million has been allocated to our region.

The fund aims to help small and medium size enterprises respond to the challenges of climate change and the huge commercial potential behind a low carbon economy. 

With more funding available until 2013, the ERDF programme is set to play a big role in helping our businesses and communities seize the opportunities of a low carbon economy.

For more information visit www.eeda.org.uk/erdf
About the East of England Development Agency

The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) is the driving force behind sustainable economic regeneration in the East of England: Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. EEDA’s vision is for the East of England to be an ideas driven region that is internationally competitive, harnesses the talent of all and is at the forefront of the low carbon economy. For further information visit www.eeda.org.uk
EEDA’s impact
An independent report from PA Consulting and SQW published on 31 March 2009 showed that EEDA has had a positive impact on the region’s economy. The report drew on evaluations of over 60 per cent of EEDA investment between 2002-07. It found that for an investment of £142 million, between £525 million and £820 million of wealth has already been created for the region. This represents a return on investment of £3.70 to £5.80 for every £1 invested - with a mid point of £4.75.

With future benefits of projects and programmes taken into account, EEDA’s contribution to the regional economy would be worth between £874 million and £1.3 billion. This would represent a return on investment of between £6.10 and £9.10 for every £1 invested – with a mid point of £7.60.

Screen East 

Screen East is the regional screen agency dedicated to developing a thriving film, TV and digital media industry for the East of England.

  

The agency aims to:

· drive the content sector to the heart of the digital economy

· build the region’s ‘on-screen’ identity through indigenous production and inward investment of filmed entertainment

· delight audiences with the choice and quality of on-screen content 

· empower young people to shape their vision through media expression.

Screen East allocates Lottery funding on behalf of the UK Film Council through the Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE).  

Screen East successfully delivered a £2.25m ERDF Content Investment Fund that provided production investment across film, documentary, TV and digital media to commercially viable productions.  The Fund was exhausted in December 2008 and supported 12 productions that were shot wholly or partially in the specific Objective 2 economic regeneration areas in the East of England.  By investing £2.25 million, Screen East has levered £18.9 million into the regional economy, creating 53 jobs and developing the skills base.  

Six feature films co-financed by the Screen East Content Investment Fund were accepted into the Toronto International Film Festival and The Times BFI London Film Festival during 2008 and 2009.
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