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	Find the formula for business success at Destination Growth ‘09
- F1 supremo to give top tips on building a winning team
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Marking the British Grand Prix this weekend, the East of England Development Agency (EEDA) has unveiled former Williams F1 commercial director, Scott Garrett, as the latest high-profile figure to join the speaker line-up at Destination Growth ‘09 – the region’s biggest business and networking event. 
But there’s an innovative twist. Delegates attending the event on Tuesday 3 November will not only hear the F1 supremo’s top tips for building a winning team, they will also have the opportunity to get up close and personal with the AT&T Williams F1 car on the day; getting to grips with airguns, wheels and jacks as they compete in a pit stop challenge.
Richard Ellis, chair of EEDA said:

“Formula 1 is recognised as one of the most cut-throat industries in the world, and Scott Garrett knows that the speed of corporate reaction can mark the difference between 1st and 2nd. F1 is not immune to the threats of a credit crunch, as teams are adapting to tighter operating restrictions, reduced sponsorship and cuts in development funding. Scott’s key-note is all about building a team to face new challenges; something that businesses across this region can empathise with and apply to their own practices.”
Garrett joins Greg Dyke, former director general of the BBC, as a key-note speaker at EEDA’s flagship biennial business event, which will be hosted at AirSpace Duxford in November. News of other high-profile speakers set to attend Destination Growth ’09 will be announced over the coming months. 

All delegates who register for Destination Growth ’09 before the chequered flag is waved at the German Grand Prix on 12 July, will be entered into a random prize draw to win the chance to compete in the pit-stop challenge. To register your attendance, visit www.eeda.org.uk/destinationgrowth. Destination Growth ‘09 is £75 to attend.
Notes to editors:
About Destination Growth ‘09 

Destination Growth ‘09 is the region’s flagship business and networking event, hosted by the East of England Development Agency (EEDA). It is a biennial event for leaders of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the East of England, this year focusing on ways to ‘survive and thrive’ during the downturn. 

This year’s event is set to attract up to 1,000 senior decision-makers from the region’s most ambitious SMEs. The programme will feature three high-profile keynote speeches – Greg Dyke will open the event with a focus on leading in adversity. These speeches will be supported by a packed programme of inspirational and educational seminars and practical workshops led by other 30 other world-class business speakers and experts – to be announced over the coming months. These sessions will focus on ‘surviving and thriving’ during the economic downturn, and will have four themes:

· sales and marketing

· innovation

· accessing finance

· leadership

Destination Growth ’09 will also feature a lively networking and exhibition area for up to 50 business support organisations, offering opportunities to network with likeminded business leaders.

Destination Growth is open to business leaders from ambitious SMEs (defined as turning over more than £250,000 per annum and employing less than 250 employees. One delegate per company is permitted.)  The event is £75+VAT to attend.

For more information or to register visit www.eeda.org.uk/destinationgrowth.

About EEDA
The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) is the driving force behind sustainable economic regeneration in the East of England: Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. EEDA’s vision is for the East of England to be an ideas driven region that is internationally competitive, harnesses the talent of all and is at the forefront of the low-carbon economy. For further information www.eeda.org.uk
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