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All projects in receipt of European funds are required to publicise the fact that they have been assisted by an EU Programme.  This is a very important requirement and the significance attached to the need to advertise ERDF involvement should not be underestimated!  Failure to adequately advertise the project may have an adverse effect on the continued funding of the project and monies already provided may be reclaimed.

The means of promoting ERDF involvement will depend on the type of project. Commission advice is as follows:

Information and Communication Material
Publications (such as booklets, leaflets and newsletters) about regional assistance or a specific ERDF project part-financed by the Structural Funds must contain a clear indication on the title page of the European Union's participation, the Fund concerned, the Community emblem, and the statement “Investing In Your Future” as shown below.
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In the case of information made available by electronic means (websites, databases for potential beneficiaries) or as audio visual material, the principles set out above shall apply by analogy.  In drawing up the communications action plan, due regard must be given to new technologies which permit the rapid and efficient distribution of information and facilitate 
a dialogue with the general public. Websites should mention the contribution of the European Union and the ERDF logo on the homepage.

The European logo and required text can be downloaded from the EEDA website www.eeda.org.uk/919.asp
Posters

In order to inform beneficiaries and the general public of the role played by the European Union in the development of human resources, vocational training and employment, investment in firms and rural development, projects shall display posters indicating the Community emblem, the Fund concerned, that the project is part funded by the European Union and the strap line “Investing In Your Future.” These must be displayed on premises of bodies implementing or benefiting from measures financed by the Structural Funds (employment agencies, vocational training centres, chambers of commerce and industry, chambers of agriculture, regional development agencies, etc.).

Notification to Beneficiaries

All notifications of aid to beneficiaries and all other associated documentation shall mention the fact of part-financing by the European Regional Development Fund. You should therefore make sure that you have provisions in place to inform beneficiaries that the project in question benefits from the ERDF. This can be achieved by including the EU emblem and required text on application forms and all other project related documentation. At the very least, clear statements about ERDF support must be included in all project publicity issued to beneficiaries. 

Information Events

The organisers of information events such as conferences, seminars, fairs and exhibitions in connection with the implementation of operations part-financed by the Structural Funds shall make the Community contribution to these assistance packages explicit by displaying the European flag in meeting rooms and using the Community emblem and required text on documents.

Billboards

Billboards shall be erected on the sites of projects involved in part-financed infrastructure investments whose whole volume exceeds 500,000 EUROS. Such billboards shall include a space reserved for the indication of the 
European Regional Development Fund contribution and the RDA may also request that an additional statement be added highlighting the added value of the intervention of the funding.

Billboards must be of a size which is appropriate to the scale of the operation.

The section of the billboard reserved for the Community contribution must meet the following criteria:

· it shall take up at least 25% of the total area of the billboard;

· it shall bear the standardised Community emblem and text; 

· the emblem shall be presented in accordance with the current specifications;

· the lettering used to indicate financial contribution of the European Union must be at least the same size as the lettering for the national indications, although the typeface may be different;

· The fund concerned must be mentioned.

Where the competent authorities do not erect a billboard announcing their own involvement in the financing of a project, the assistance from the European Union shall be announced on a billboard specifically for that purpose.  In such cases, the above provisions shall apply by analogy. Billboards shall be removed not later than six months after completion of the work and replaced by a commemorative plaque.

Commemorative plaques

Permanent commemorative plaques shall be placed at sites accessible to the general public which represent projects part-financed by ERDF. In addition to the Community emblem, such plaques must indicate the Fund concerned, that the project is part funded by the European Union and the type and name of the operation funded by the ERDF.

Correctly reproducing the European logo

Additional information regarding the correct reproduction of the European logo is available at the following web address: -

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/graph/embleme_en.htm
And finally, please note that EEDA must be notified in advance of any press releases!
Guidance note on publicity, version 1, approved


