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	Innovative study to offer solutions to reduce the region’s transport carbon emissions 
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An innovative study will for the first time forecast future transport carbon emissions in the region, and recommend realistic targets and affordable solutions to help sustainable economic growth in the East of England.
The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) has commissioned Atkins, a leading transport consultant, and the University of Aberdeen to work out how the region’s transport system, including roads, railways, aviation and shipping, will contribute to future carbon emissions. It will put forward options for reducing carbon emissions from transport. 
Andy Summers, senior transport project manager at EEDA, said:
“EEDA is undertaking this innovative piece of work to identify how we can make transport carbon reductions that support sustainable economic growth and help businesses in the East of England. 

“As a region we have committed to reduce overall carbon emissions by 60 per cent by 2031, compared to 1990 levels. The East of England Transport Carbon Study (TraCS) will for the first time recommend potential emissions targets for the transport system in the East of England. Importantly it will quantify the economic impacts of implementing a low carbon transport policy. “
The results, when published in early autumn, will be used to help regional partners such as local authorities, Highways Agency, transport operators and businesses manage the environmental and economic impacts of the ambitious growth planned.
Contd.

Andy Summers added:
“Transport carbon emissions in the East of England are not falling at the levels required to meaningfully contribute to regional, national and international carbon reduction aspirations. In fact they continue to grow year on year. 
“The study will be a key part of the implementation of the regional economic strategy for the benefit of all those who live, work and invest in the region.” 
Atkins project director Andy Southern said:
 “The East of England has ambitious targets for 500,000 new dwellings and 450,000 new jobs across a 20-year period. We shall consider the impacts of this on the transport system and how transport investment can maximise the sustainability of this growth.”
“As part of the project, Atkins will consider the carbon emissions from all transport modes, and apply the government’s methodology on wider economic benefits to measure impacts on business productivity and gross-value added growth.”
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Notes to Editors

About the East of England Development Agency
The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) is the driving force behind sustainable economic regeneration in the East of England: Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. EEDA’s vision is for the East of England to be an ideas driven region that is internationally competitive, harnesses the talent of all and is at the forefront of the low carbon economy. For further information visit www.eeda.org.uk
EEDA’s impact
An independent report from PA Consulting and SQW published on 31 March 2009 showed that EEDA has had a positive impact on the region’s economy. The report drew on evaluations of over 60 per cent of EEDA investment between 2002-07. It found that for an investment of £142 million, between £525 million and £820 million of wealth has already been created for the region. This represents a return on investment of £3.70 to £5.80 for every £1 invested - with a mid point of £4.75.

With future benefits of projects and programmes taken into account, EEDA’s contribution to the regional economy would be worth between £874 million and £1.3 billion. This would represent a return on investment of between £6.10 and £9.10 for every £1 invested – with a mid point of £7.60.

Chair of Chairs
From 1 April EEDA took over from the East Midlands Development Agency (emda) as Chair of Chairs for the RDA national network. This means that EEDA represents the network to Government and other stakeholders on a wide range of issues. The role of Chair of Chairs rotates around the RDA network each six months and EEDA’s tenure ends on the 1 October.

About Atkins
Atkins is a multinational engineering and design consultancy, providing expertise to help resolve complex challenges presented by the built and natural environment. Atkins is the largest multidisciplinary consultancy in Europe; the largest engineering consultancy in the UK; and the world’s fifth largest design firm.

Current projects include:

•
Major infrastructure works, such as design and programme management of the civil works for the Dubai Metro red and green lines;

•
Significant road contracts, such as a £150 million, five-year integrated contract for Gloucestershire County Council, delivering highway maintenance, design, emergency response, winter maintenance, re-surfacing and recycling; 

•
Key rail projects, including a £65 million, three-year resignalling contract in Basingstoke

Atkins won Engineering Consultant of the Year 2008 at the prestigious Building Awards. The company was named among the “20 Best Big Companies to Work For 2008’ by The Sunday Times; The Times Top 100 Graduate Employers 2008; and The Times Top 50 Companies Where Women Want to Work 2008. The company was construction sector winner for the third consecutive year in the Target National Graduate Recruitment Awards 2008.
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