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	He’s hired! Lord Sugar added to line-up at region’s biggest business event.
For release: Embargoed until Monday 5 October 2009 
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Star of The Apprentice, a former chairman of Tottenham Hotspur FC and current government advisor on all things business, Lord Alan Sugar is the latest high-profile guest added to the line-up at Destination Growth – the East of England’s biggest business event.
At Destination Growth, which will be hosted by the East of England Development Agency (EEDA) on 3 November at AirSpace Duxford, Sugar will hold a question and answer session with just 200 ambitious business leaders from this region.
After leaving school in Hackney aged 16, Sugar started selling car aerials and electric goods out of a van he bought for £100. In 1968, he founded Amstrad, and now, over 40 years later, he has an estimated worth of £730 million, and was ranked 59th in the 2009 Sunday Times Rich List. 
Sugar sold his Amstrad empire to Sky in July 2007. In 2009, having previously sat on the Business Council for Britain and fronted a campaign promoting the benefits of apprenticeships, Sugar was named as Enterprise Champion and appointed to the House of Lords as Baron Sugar of Clapton in the London Borough of Hackney.
Sugar joins an impressive line-up of over 30 world-renowned business experts, all on-hand at Destination Growth to offer practical advice on surviving and thriving during the recession. Delegates can create a tailored programme for their day – choosing from workshops, seminars and networking opportunities with up to 1,000 equally ambitious business leaders.
For a chance to join Lord Sugar’s exclusive session, register for Destination Growth before Friday 16 October at www.eeda.org.uk/destinationgrowth. Destination Growth costs £75+VAT to attend.  Once registered, delegates will be offered this opportunity on a first come, first served basis. 
Notes to editors:
Press opportunity – Lord Sugar

Press are invited to attend Lord Sugar’s exclusive Q&A session at Destination Growth ’09, on 3 November at AirSpace Duxford.

Places are limited. Email nickbenham@eeda.org.uk to book your place.
About Destination Growth ‘09 

Destination Growth ‘09 is the region’s flagship business and networking event, hosted by the East of England Development Agency (EEDA). It is a biennial event for leaders of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the East of England, this year focusing on ways to ‘survive and thrive’ during the downturn. 

The programme will feature three high-profile keynote speeches – Greg Dyke will open the event with a focus on leading in adversity. These speeches will be supported by a packed programme of inspirational and educational seminars and practical workshops led by 30 other world-class business speakers and experts – to be announced over the coming months. These sessions will focus on ‘surviving and thriving’ during the economic downturn, and will have four themes:

· sales and marketing

· innovation

· accessing finance

· leadership

Destination Growth ’09 will also feature a lively networking and exhibition area for up to 50 business support organisations, offering opportunities to network with like-minded business leaders.

Destination Growth is open to business leaders from ambitious SMEs (defined as turning over more than £250,000 per annum and employing less than 250 employees. One delegate per company is permitted.)  The event is £75+VAT to attend.

For more information or to register visit www.eeda.org.uk/destinationgrowth.

About EEDA
The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) is the driving force behind sustainable economic regeneration in the East of England: Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. EEDA’s vision is for the East of England to be an ideas driven region that is internationally competitive, harnesses the talent of all and is at the forefront of the low-carbon economy. For further information www.eeda.org.uk
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